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FOR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY GEORGE SPRINGSTEEN FROM THE 
AMBASSADOR 

1. AS A RESULT OF CERTAIN PROBLEMS WHICH AROSE THIS 
MORNING IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRANSIT THROUGH TORREJON 
OF VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER, I SHOULD APPRECIATE YOUR 
ASSISTANCE TO TRY TO AVOID SUCH PROBLEMS IN THE FUTURE. 

2. 1 WAS INFORMED AT 8:15 THIS MORNING THROUGH THE AIR 
FORCE THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT WOULD BE ARRIVING AT 
TORREJON AT 1 1:00 A.M. AND THAT HE WOULD REMAIN THERE 
DURING REFUELING FOR AN HOUR. SINCE TORREJON IS A SPANISH 
BASE, EVEN THOUGH WE, OF COURSE, HAVE EXTENSIVE FACILITIES, 

WE INFORMED THE SPANISH CHIEF OF PROTOCOL AS A MATTER OF 
COURTESY. SOMEWHAT LATER, THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL CALLED 
AND SAID THAT THE FIRST VICE PRESIDENT OF THE GOVT, 

THE ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER AND HE (THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL) 
WOULD ALL GO OUT TO THE AIRPORT TO GREET THE VICE PRESIDENT. 
SOME TIME LATER, I WAS ADVISED AGAIN THROUGH THE AIR FORCE THAT 
THE VICE PRESIDENT WAS ASLEEP AND WOULD NOT LEAVE 
THE PLANE DURING THE REFUELING STOP. WITH MOMENTS 
TO SPARE, I WAS ABLE TO REACH THE FIRST VICE 
PRESIDENT PERSONALLY AND TELL HIM NOT TO GO TO TORREJON, 
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THE TRIP OUT FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT'S ARRIVAL. I WENT OUT 
TO TORREJON MYSELF AND EXPLAINED TO THE ACTING FOREIGN 
MINISTER AND THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT 
WOULD NOT LEAVE THE PLANE. THEY FULLY UNDERSTOOD HIS DE- 
SIRE TO REST AND THEY RETURNED TO MADRID. 

3. 1 RECOGNIZE THAT THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE VICE PRESI- 
DENT’S TRIP WERE MADE VERY MUCH AT THE LAST MINUTE, BUT IT 
WOULD HELP ME A GREAT DEAL IF IN THE FUTURE WHEN VERY SENIOR 
US CIVILIAN OFFICIALS ARE GOING TO TRANSIT TORREJON, I COULD 

BE NOTIFIED IN ADVANCE BY THE DEPT, OR EVEN DIRECTLY BY THE WHITE 
HOUSE, OF THIS TRANSIT AND WHAT THE OFFICIALS’ WISHES MAY 
BE WITH REGARD TO RECEIVING SPANISH OFFICIALS. OBVIOUSLY, 

IN THE CASE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT, THE GOS WAS MOST DESIR 
OUS TO SHOW EVERY COURTESY TO HIM, AND SINCE WE ARE DEALING 
HERE WITH A SPANISH BASE ON SPANISH TERRITORY, IT IS DIFFI- 
CULT FOR ME TO DEFLECT THEIR COURTEOUS INTENTIONS UNLESS 
I HAVE A CLEAR INDICATION FROM WASHINGTON AS TO WHAT IS 
WANTED. 

4. 1 KNOW THAT YOU KNOW THAT I UNDERSTAND THE MANY DIFFI- 
CULTIES INVOLVED IN PUTTING TOGETHER A VIP TRIP OF THIS 
TYPE AT THE LAST MOMENT. HOWEVER, I WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF 
YOU WOULD KEEP IN MIND THE SPECIAL PROBLEM THAT WE HAVE 
HERE WITH REGARD TO TRANSIT OF VERY SENIOR CIVILIAN OFFI- 
CIALS THROUGH TORREJON. 

STABLER 
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